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100-1118 20 August 1987 Washington DC
ATASCOSA COUNTY WINNER - OF CONSERVATION AWARD.
than wise use of the earth t s resources. For
There is nothing more important
farmers and ranchers, this is
critical. No one knows more than farmers and ranchers about how important
it is to maintain fertile and productive farm and range land resources.
In cooperation with the National Association of Conservation Districts
(NACD), the Goodyear Tire and Rubber Company sponsored a national competition
for top counties in soil and water conservation accomplishm"ents. The Atascosa
Soil and Water Conservation District was one of the top national winners from
the state of Texas. To our friends in the County soil and water conservation
office, we extend you our congratulations--and to the farmers and ranchers
who have made it all possible, we applaud your success and say "well done!"
it it it
COMINGS AND GOINGS IN SOUTH TEXAS. Your Congressman has returned home during
this August Congressional recess, affording me the opportunity to see long-time
friends and meet with fellow South Texans. If you live away from home as often
as I do, then you know how good it feels to step back onto native ground!
There's nothing quite like coming home.
Today I will be going up to Alice for the Jim Wells County Businessman's
Barbecue. Just about everyone connected with business and commerce in Jim
Wells and surrounding counties will be there along with many citizens of the
area. The BBQ will honor the contributions of our senior Senator, Lloyd M
Bentsen Jr. Last year, it was your Congressman's great privilege to be so
honored at this yearly event.
The next day--Friday--we will take a leisurely morning tour of the great
Hidalgo County Historical Museum in Edinburg. Our visit was arranged by the
museum in connection with a gift your Congressman is making to the museum.
In our Congressional office in Washington, we have four magnificent
photographs taken of the Valley long ago. Two pictures were taken in 1945;
one is an aerial view of a section of the Goodwin Tract taken when the old Valley
Gravity Project was under study, and the other is a view of a herd of Brahma,
belonging to Tom I. Hester, roaming through an irrigated pasture in a floodway
south of Donna. The other two photos are vintage 1948 of the Goodwin Tract in
Mission; one is a canal scene, the other "is a view of a palm-lined drive.
The history of our home is of great interest to me--and I had all four
photographs framed to ensure their preservation. These photographs have been
in our Congressional office since Lloyd M Bentsen Jr came to Congress in 1948.
He passed them on to his successor, Joe Kilgore, and he in turn passed 'them
on to me. But they are of such enormous historical value in terms of a pictorial
chronicle of the Valley that I felt it would be proper to have them displayed
in the County Historical Museum for all to see and enjoy.
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Our wonderful friend, Mrs Argyle McAllen of the McAllen Ranch in Linn,
has acted as our gracious intermediary in the giving of this gift. She is
a prominent benefactress of the museum and we are all grateful for her patronage
and assistance to this important gallery of Valley history.
On Saturday, August 22nd, we will give the keynote speech at the grand
opening of the Police Community Center which is located on Helena Street in
Balboa Acres in McAllen,
The McAllen Chief of Police, Alejandro Longoria, has asked me to give
the main speech at the Center's grand opening because we have been long-time
supporters of federal community development funds which were used to finance
construction of the Center.
The Police Community Center is a great idea. Its purpose is to bring
the Police Department closer to the neighborhoods it serves" and provide crime
stopper education programs as well as fulfilling the community's need to talk
and learn from our law enforcement officers. This is a protection and prevention
service to the cornmunity--and we are proud to participate in the inaugural
ceremonies for the first of three planned community centers.
And finally--backtracking just a bit in time--I want to mention a really
some 0 f Homer' s BBQ brisket:
barbecue we attended in Monte Alto on
Rio Farms headquarters--courtesy
fine
the pleasure of eating
of the finest around!) at the
August 15. Your Congressman had
(which is undoubtedly some
of ,Mr Andrew
Scott of Rio Farms and the KENAF International Company.
As many of you know, the KENAF International organization is planning
on constructing a big' newsprint pulp mill in the Valley and the mill will
eventually require over 40,000 acres of kenaf plants for the production of
newspaper. Andy Scott and Rio Farms have been instrumental in leading the
way among area farmers who are interested in cultivating kenaf plants (I've
written on previous occasions about kenaf plants in this letter).
The KENAF International General Manager, Dr Charles Taylor, was my guide
on a tour of the planned mill site in Wi llacy County, and then we returned
to Rio Farms for the BBQ which was attended by many local friends of kenaf.
4f 4f
DE LA GARZA NAMED AS TRADE BILL CONFEREE. The largest House-Senate Conference
Committee ever assembled in Congress met briefly last week just before we
adjourned for our August recess. It was mostly an orientation session because
there will ultimately be over 160 House and Senate members working on this
Conference Committee! Our task will be to fashion a compromise between two
differing versions of omnibus trade legislation passed separately by both
chambers.
YVilJ. CI"i"ugfcS6Uld.U lli;1l:i lH=~n nd.nl~d uy Lhe Spt:aker of Lhe House as a member
of the House delegation and the leader of the agriculture committee 'members
who will sit on the House-Senate Conference Committee which will begin
substantive work on a compromise trade bill in September.
4f 4f
VISITORS FROM HOME. The Honorable Fidencio Barrera, Mayor of Pharr; Dr M.B. &
Ingrid Teixeira with children Fabian and Erika--of Alice; Mr and Mrs Ken Foster
and family of Runge; Mr and Mrs Jon S Crain of Harlingen; the Akin family of
Stockdale.
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